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Art Unit: 2636 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 16-17 & 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Segal et al. (U.S. 6,124,810) in view of Ross (U.S. 5,444,444). 

Regarding claims 16-17, Segal discloses a mobile unit comprising: 

- a location system (212) / G.P.S. system (106) [ figs.1-2, col.4, lines 1-12 and col.5, lines 52-65 

]; 

- a wireless device (200,202,206) is installed in a vehicle (108) linking with a service center 
(102) over a wireless network (106) [ figs.1-2, col.4, lines 1-12 and col.5, lines 23-39]; 

- a control circuit (200,202,206) including a user interface (214) [ fig.2, col.5, lines 22-51 and 
col. 14, lines 53-64]; 
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- a control circuit (200,202,206) is installed in the vehicle (108) receives a destination list / 
"load assignment" from the services center (102) [ figs.1-2, col.3, line 65 to col.4, line 12 and 
lines 24-62]; 

- the control circuit (200,202,206) determines a current destination from the destination list, 
automatically activates the location system to determine a current location of the mobile unit, 
determines whether the mobile unit has crossed a threshold relating to the current destination, 
and activate the wireless device to send an alert signal if the mobile unit has crossed the 
threshold and send a message to inform the service center (102) of the current destination by an 
I/O device (214) [ fig.2, coL4, lines 57-62 and col.10, lines 1-27 ]; 

- the I/O device (214) can be operated / reprogrammed data information in a memory storage 
(204) by a vehicle operator to select an appropriate way from the destination information because 
of traffic problem [ fig.2, col.5, lines 46-51 , col.10, lines 18-27 and col. 13, lines 55-65 ]. 

Segal fails to specifically mention the user interface allows a user / operator to edit the 
destination list received from the control circuit. 

For a better service also to save time and energy because of heavy traffic problem or 
weather conditions the vehicle operator may modify the destination list received as load 
assignments. 

Furthermore, Ross teaches a control circuit (10) including a user interface / keyboard (12) 
which allows a user to edit the destination list received can be utilized in a mobile vehicle or 
carrier is equipped with a satellite receiver, a controller and a communicator. The controller 
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compares the current location of the vehicle to the location of the party receiving the delivery / 
pickup [ figs.2-3, col.5, lines 33-45 ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art was made to 
employ the teaching of Ross in the system of Segal for allowing a vehicle operator a capability to 
adjust and select the delivery schedule in a manner way. 

Regarding claim 19, Segal discloses the mobile unit wherein the wireless device is an attached 
data-capable cellular telephone [ col.3, lines 55-64 ]. 

Regarding claims 20-21, Segal discloses the mobile unit wherein the control circuit determines / 
calculates the current location of the mobile unit [ fig.3, col.6, lines 14-33 and col.8, lines 8-19 
and abstract]. 

3. Claims 1, 3-5, 8-15 & 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Segal et al. (U.S. 6,124,810) in view of Westerlage et al. (U.S. 5,724,243) further in view of 
Jones (U.S. 5,668,543). 

Regarding claim 1, Segal discloses an alert generating method [ figs. 1-2 ] comprising: 
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- providing a wide area network (106) that allows a user to specify conditions for an alert and 
action to be carried out when the conditions for the alert are met, the conditions referencing a 
position of a mobile unit (108) [ figs. 1-4, col.3, line 65 to col.4, line 24 and col.9, lines 44-46 ]; 

- providing to the mobile unit (108) over a wireless network (106) information (206) that the 
conditions for the alert [ figs. 1-4, col.9, lines 44-46 and col.9, line 66 to col. 10, line 27 ]; 

- monitoring in the mobile unit (108) the mobile unit's position [ col.9, line 66 to col. 10, line 27 

]; 

- providing the service center (102) a signal [ col. 10, lines 10-27 ]. 

Segal fails to specifically disclose a server is used on a wide area network and alerting a 
designated location by carry out the specified action from the service center upon receiving the 
signal . 

A server / data storage unit is very important and popular in the computer system which 
receives / stores all informations as instructed by a computer operator and may transmit those 
informations to a network user as requested. 

However, Segal does disclose the alerting signals from the mobile vehicle (108) to the 
dispatch center (102) for informing or determining the status of the vehicle in transit such as the 
vehicle has arrived or departed from a planned or unplanned stop. The dispatch center (102) 
which facilitates the control and monitoring of vehicle known as "load assignment" or destination 
information by a wireless network [ col.3, line 65 to col.4, line 62 and col. 10, lines 10-27 ]. 
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Westerlage teaches a system (10) for determining an expected time of arrival of a vehicle 
(40) equipped with a mobile unit (42) includes a dispatch (20) along with a central controller 
(72) having a database memory (74) for storing and monitoring the vehicle position and in 
response to the vehicle position [ fig.6, col. 13, lines 3-13 ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
teaching of Westerlage in the system of Segal to provide an efficient and orderly way to manage 
the storage & retrieval / delivery of the stored information to intended users. 

The combination of Segal and Westerlage is still missing alerting a designated location 
by carry out the specified action from the service center upon receiving the signal. 

For a business to track deliveries, the business's customers who may be interested in 
knowing when a delivery will arrive by alerting them through a telephone, pager message, an e- 
mail message or any other communication means. 

Furthermore, Jones teaches an advance notification system (10) could send an alert 
message such as " the bus will be arrive / late in five minutes 11 from a base station (14) to the 
designated location such as student homes / passenger location (36) in response to the signal 
from a mobile unit / pick up vehicle / bus (12) by a wireless communication which is used for 
communications and tracking systems that track the location, movement and destination of 
vehicles or individuals [ figs.1,4, col.3, lines 1-34 , col.10, lines 15-24 and abstract ]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
system of Segal as taught by Westerlage and Jones includes alerting a designated location for 
notifying or alerting the customer the time for goods delivery or pickup at any desired location. 

Regarding claims 3-5, Segal discloses the alerting signal or specified action wherein the signal 
from the mobile unit via a wireless network service system as cellular, PCS or other GMS 
terrestrial base system. Those skilled in the art will recognize that the PCS or other GMS 
terrestrial base system may comprise an e-mail or other communication means as desired to the 
designated location [ figs.1-2, col.3, lines 55-64 and col.4, lines 6-12 ]. 

Regarding claims 8-11, Segal discloses the alert generating method wherein the conditions 
identify an area around a destination for the mobile unit / the mobile communication has arrived 
or departed from a planned or an unplanned stop by wireless signal [ fig.3, col.6, lines 14-33 and 
col.8, lines 8-19 and abstract ]. 

Regarding claims 12-13, Segal discloses the alert generating method further comprising a 
selected destination for the mobile unit and an operator of the mobile unit selects the selected 
destination [ col.4, lines 24-45 ]. 



Application/Control Number: 09/696,722 
Art Unit: 2636 



Page 7 



Regarding claim 14, Segal discloses a delivery method comprising: 

- creating a list of destination for delivery / load assignment [ col.4, lines 26-32 ]; 

- downloading / load assignment [ col.4, lines 26-32 and lines 47-56 ]; 

- selecting a destination from the list as a next destination [ col.4, lines 26-47 ]; 

- monitoring distance [ col.4, lines 26-62 ]; 

- generating an alert [ col. 10, lines 10-27 ]; 

- receiving the alert at the service center [ col. 10, lines 10-27 ]. 

Segal fails to specifically disclose a mechanism accessible or a server is used on a wide 
area network and carrying out the specified action from the service center to the selected 
destination in response to the alert received at the service center. 

A server / data storage unit is very important and popular in the computer system which 
receives / stores all informations as instructed by a computer operator and may transmit those 
informations to a network user as requested. 

However, Segal does disclose the alerting signals from the mobile vehicle (108) to the 
dispatch center (102) for informing or determining the status of the vehicle in transit such as the 
vehicle has arrived or departed from a planned or unplanned stop. The dispatch center (102) 
which facilitates the control and monitoring of vehicle known as "load assignment" or destination 
information by a wireless network [ col.3, line 65 to col.4, line 62 and col.10, lines 10-27 ]. 

Westerlage teaches a system (10) for determining an expected time of arrival of a vehicle 
(40) equipped with a mobile unit (42) includes a dispatch (20) along with a central controller 
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(72) having a database memory (74) for storing and monitoring the vehicle position and in 
response to the vehicle position [ fig.6, col. 13, lines 3-13 ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
system of Segal as taught by Westerlage to provide an efficient and orderly way to manage the 
storage & retrieval / delivery of the stored information to intended users. 

The combination of Segal and Westerlage still missing carrying out the specified action 
from the service center to the selected destination in response to the alert received at the service 
center. 

For a business to track deliveries, the business's customers who may be interested in 
knowing when a delivery will arrive by alerting them through a telephone, pager message, an e- 
mail message or any other communication means. 

Furthermore, Jones teaches an advance notification system (10) could send an alert 
message such as " the bus will be arrive / late in five minutes " from a base station (14) to the 
designated location such as student homes / passenger location (36) in response to the signal 
from a mobile unit / pick up vehicle / bus (12) by a wireless communication which is used for 
communications and tracking systems that track the location, movement and destination of 
vehicles or individuals [ figs.1,4, col.3, lines 1-34 , col.10, lines 15-24 and abstract ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
system of Segal as taught by Westerlage and Jones includes alerting a designated location for 
notifying or alerting the customer the time for goods delivery or pickup at any desired location. 
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Regarding claims 15 & 22, Segal discloses the alert generating method comprising sending a 
data signal from the mobile unit (108) to a service center (102) through a wireless 
communication G.P.S. system (106) when monitoring of the position of the position of mobile 
unit indicates the mobile units satisfies the conditions for the alert [ col. 10, lines 10-27 ]. 

Segal fails to specifically disclose the service center comprises a server is used on a wide 
area network and alerting a designated location by carry out the specified action from the service 
center upon receiving the signal. 

A server / data storage unit is very important and popular in the computer system which 
receives / stores all informations as instructed by a computer operator and may transmit those 
informations to a network user as requested. 

However, Segal does disclose the alerting signals from the mobile vehicle (108) to the 
dispatch center (102) for informing or determining the status of the vehicle in transit such as the 
vehicle has arrived or departed from a planned or unplanned stop. The dispatch center (102) 
which facilitates the control and monitoring of vehicle known as "load assignment" or destination 
information by a wireless network [ col.3, line 65 to col.4, line 62 and col.10, lines 10-27 ]. 

Westerlage teaches a system (10) for determining an expected time of arrival of a vehicle 
(40) equipped with a mobile unit (42) includes a dispatch (20) along with a central controller 
(72) having a database memory (74) for storing and monitoring the vehicle position and in 
response to the vehicle position [ fig.6, col.13, lines 3-13 ]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
system of Segal as taught by Westerlage to provide an efficient and orderly way to manage the 
storage & retrieval / delivery of the stored information to intended users. 

The combination of Segal and Westerlage still missing carrying out the specified action 
from the service center to the selected destination in response to the alert received at the service 
center. 

For a business to track deliveries, the business's customers who may be interested in 
knowing when a delivery will arrive by alerting them through a telephone, pager message, an e- 
mail message or any other communication means. 

Furthermore, Jones teaches an advance notification system (10) could send an alert 
message such as " the bus will be arrive / late in five minutes " from a base station (14) to the 
designated location such as student homes / passenger location (36) in response to the signal 
from a mobile unit / pick up vehicle / bus (12) by a wireless communication which is used for 
communications and tracking systems that track the location, movement and destination of 
vehicles or individuals [ figs.1,4 col.3, lines 1-34 , collO, lines 15-24 and abstract ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
system of Segal as taught by Westerlage and Jones includes alerting a designated location for 
notifying or alerting the customer the time for goods delivery or pickup at any desired location. 
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4. Claims 6-7, 18 & 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Segal et al. (U.S. 6,124,810) in view of Westerlage et al. (U.S. 5,724,243) further in view of 
Jones (U.S. 5,668,543) and further in view of Fan et al. (U.S. 5,959,577). 

Regarding claims 6-7 & 23, The combination of Segal, Westerlage and Jones do not specifically 
disclose the alerting signal wherein providing that identifies the conditions for the alert, 
comprises downloading the information / destination list to a web site corresponding to the 
service center. 

Website Internet is a matrix of networks that connects computers around the world so 
multiple people could access and manage information or data. 

However, Fan teaches the concept of using the wireless network (27) such as the web site 
Internet can be downloaded to the vehicle location service (3) or can be loaded directly from 
software storage media (32) for locating and traveling information includes a map database 
search system and a G.P.S. wireless communication system (8) [ fig.l, col.5, lines 53-61 col.6, 
lines 34-61 ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to use the 
system of Segal as taught by Westerlage, Jones and Fan includes an Internet website feature for 
providing more convenient and accurate delivery information to the mobile unit that track 
location, movement and destination of vehicle or individual. 
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Regarding claim 18, Fan discloses a wireless device is a wireless modem (146) [ fig.5, col. 10, 
lines 6-8 ]. 

Arguments & Responses 

5. Applicant's argument filed on Mar.8, 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive reasons. 

Applicant's Arguments: 

A) The applicant states that the examiner is in error to use reference of Ross as suggest an 
ability to "allow a user to edit the destination list" cited in figs.2-3, col.5, lines 33-45. 

B) The combination of Segal, Westerlage & Jones references are not properly for 
rejections as providing a server on a wide are network accessible by a user to specify conditions 
for an alert and an action to be carried out when the conditions for the alert are met, the 
conditions referencing a position of a mobile unit. 

C) Segal does not teach sending E-mail in response to an alert condition. 
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D) The combination of Segal, Westerlage, Jones & Fan references are improperly for 
rejections as claimed by the applicant. 

Response to the arguments: 

A) The examiner is NOT in error to use the Ross system which contains a control circuit 
(10) including a user interface / keyboard (12) which allows a user to edit the destination list 
received can be utilized in a mobile vehicle or carrier is equipped with a satellite receiver, a 
controller and a communicator [ figs.2-3, col.5, lines 33-45 ]. 

B) The examiner remains the same the combination of Segal, Westerlage and Jones 
references for rejection as the following: 

Segal discloses an alert generating method [ figs. 1-2 ] comprising: 

- providing a wide area network (106) that allows a user to specify conditions for an alert and 
action to be carried out when the conditions for the alert are met, the conditions referencing a 
position of a mobile unit (108) [ figs. 1-4, col.3, line 65 to col.4, line 24 and col.9, lines 44-46 ]; 

- providing to the mobile unit (108) over a wireless network (106) information (206) that the 
conditions for the alert [ figs. 1-4, col.9, lines 44-46 and col.9, line 66 to col. 10, line 27 ]; 

- monitoring in the mobile unit (108) the mobile unit's position [ col.9, line 66 to col. 10, line 27 



Application/Control Number: 09/696,722 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2636 



- providing the service center (102) a signal [ col. 10, lines 10-27 ]. 

Segal fails to specifically disclose a server is used on a wide area network and alerting a 
designated location by carry out the specified action from the service center upon receiving the 
signal . 

Westerlage teaches a system (10) for determining an expected time of arrival of a vehicle 
(40) equipped with a mobile unit (42) includes a dispatch (20) along with a central controller 
(72) having a database memory (74) for storing and monitoring the vehicle position and in 
response to the vehicle position [ fig.6, col.13, lines 3-13 ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
system of Segal as taught by Westerlage to provide an efficient and orderly way to manage the 
storage & retrieval / delivery of the stored information to intended users. 

The combination of Segal and Westerlage is still missing alerting a designated location 
by carry out the specified action from the service center upon receiving the signal. 

For a business to track deliveries, the businesses customers who may be interested in 
knowing when a delivery will arrive by alerting them through a telephone, pager message, an e- 
mail message or any other communication means. 

Furthermore, Jones teaches an advance notification system (10) could send an alert 
message such as " the bus will be arrive / late in five minutes " from a base station (14) to the 
designated location such as student homes / passenger location (36) in response to the signal 
from a mobile unit / pick up vehicle / bus (12) by a wireless communication which is used for 
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communications and tracking systems that track the location, movement and destination of 
vehicles or individuals [ figs. 1,4, col.3, lines 1-34 , col. 10, lines 15-24 and abstract ]. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the system of 
Segal as taught by Westerlage and Jones includes alerting a designated location for notifying or 
alerting the customer the time for goods delivery or pickup at any desired location. 

C) Segal discloses the alerting signal or specified action wherein the signal from the 
mobile unit via a wireless network service system as cellular , PCS or other GMS terrestrial base 
system . Those skilled in the art will recognize that the PCS or other GMS terrestrial base system 
may comprise an e-mail or other communication means as desired to the designated location [ 
figs.1-2, col.3, lines 55-64 and col.4, lines 6-12 ]. 

D) Fan teaches the concept of using the wireless network (27) such as the web site 
Internet can be downloaded to the vehicle location service (3) or can be loaded directly from 
software storage media (32) for locating and traveling information includes a map database 
search system and a G.P.S. wireless communication system (8) [ fig. 1 , col.5, lines 53-61 col.6, 
lines 34-61 ]. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to use the system of 
Segal as taught by Westerlage, Jones and Fan includes an Internet website feature for providing 
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more convenient and accurate delivery information to the mobile unit that track location, 
movement and destination of vehicle or individual. 

Therefore, the references of Segal, Westerlage , Jones & Fan can be combined for 
rejections over claims 6-7, 18 & 23. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filled within TWO MONTHS of 
the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE MONTHS shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-6796. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hofsass, Jeffery can be reached on (703) 305-4717. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



Examiner: Hung T. Nguyen 
Date: May 3, 2004 




